
 
[Translation] 

Israel the other Silicon Valley 
Dan Senor and Saul Singer, who just wrote the "Start-Up Nation", a book dedicated to 
the economic miracle of Israel, are positive: with a pool of 3850 start-up or one for 1844 
inhabitants, Israel has the highest concentration in the world of start-ups in IT, just behind 

California. This article is dedicated for the best of the companies that stand out. 
Report compiled in Tel Aviv by Nathalie Hamou 

Israel invests 5-6% of it's GDP in civilian research (1.9% in France), Tel Aviv has grown to become 
the second destination for global venture capital, with 2 billion dollars raised in 2008; finally the Israel 
"Valley" supports the transfer of  technology from the defense industry to the civilian market. Many 
"serial Entrepreneurs" come from the IT units of the Israeli army where they test the technology. 

The Result is that Israel, which totals the highest number of companies listed on Nasdaq behind the 
United-States and Canada, champions in global security (Checkpoint, Aladdin ...), telecoms (Amdocs, 
Comverse, Nice, Alvarion) and software (Mercury, Retalix, Cimatron, etc.). In addition, most 
multinationals companies have opened R&D centers in Israel, naming a few: Microsoft, Google, Intel, 
Motorola and Deutsche Telekom. This presence influences their growth policy. HP, Oracle and BMC 
Software choose to acquire local companies rather than develop IT solutions internally. Not forgetting 
Orange-France Telecom, which has opened, a year ago, a test center, after acquiring the Israeli 
company Orca, one of the leaders in IPTV.  

From Semantic Web to "smart grids" through security, broadband or "Gaming" detailed review of 
these Israeli hot-shoots which stands out. 



[Translation] 

Mobilicom - Pioneering Transmission in Extreme Conditions 
According to its European prospects, Mobilicom technology development is  

"two to three years ahead of the market". A godsend for the young Tel-Aviv based 
hot-shot company, which claims leadership in the field of mobile solutions using fourth 

generation technology and based on ad hoc networks. 
 

The initiative came from Oren Elkayam and Yossi Segal, two former leaders of the Israeli company 

Runcom (the first manufacturer of semiconductors electronic components suitable for WiMAX). Aged 

37, Oren Elkayam, had the chance to be exposed early on to advanced technologies in telecoms, 

while serving in the R&D center of the Israeli Air Force (satellites branch), this entrepreneur has 

assisted the first steps of interactive digital television. His tenure at Runcom has helped him identify 

the IT needs of telecom giants and other Wireless Technology System integrators. 



 

When establishing Mobilicom in 2006, with the support of private investors, three market needs were 

identified. Setting up an independent broadband solution without the need of infrastructure necessary, 

in the wake of a natural disaster (Earthquake, fire, hurricanes ...) requiring emergency intervention 

which needs communication in extreme conditions, this communication system may also be critical 

for distributors of electricity, water or energy, which lacks the means to ensure monitoring facilities 

("Smart grids") generally located in remote areas, and finally security requirements at strategic 

locations (Airports) or improved service delivery for carriers (economic solutions to provide high 

speed communication means in a high speed train). "To stick to the expectations of market, 

Mobilicom has developed during the past three years Technology in partnership with potential 

customers" Says Oren Elkayam, pointing to a modem. Based on an improved version of the LTE 

technology (Long Term Evolution), adopted two years ago by the world of telecoms, this "one box 

solution" provides transmission of 40 megabits per second. Mobilicom has already won the U.S. 

Avionics specialist - Astronautics, which has demonstrated, last June in Paris at the International 

Defense Salon Eurosatory 2010. "Certainly, there are alternative technologies such as WiMax, Tetra, 

or Wi-Fi mesh. But our company is the only one offering immediate, mobile , broadband ad-hoc 

network, all without infrastructure, "says Oren Elkayam. A competitive advantage, which will allow the 

company to record its first revenues this year. 

 


